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Sir: 

Enclosed herewith is an English language International Preliminary Examination Report 
(IPER) for your record. 

The IPER provldeiinformation regard JP 9-120242 and Hirano, "Zusetsu MRP Yogo 500 
Sen, Anata ni mo Seisan Kanri ga Hanasemasu," Nikkan Kogyo Shinbunsha" (1997). 
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Mark J. Henry 
Registration No. 36,162 



1201 New York Ave. N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT/JP02/03194 
From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

IMC 1 IrlOA 1 ILIIM dr 1 rl/\iMoiVII 1 l/\L 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 72.2) 


To: 

SAKAI, Hiroakr 
Tokyo Club Building 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo l60-0O1'3 l^ ir k \ ] 
Japan ( | 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

18 November 2003 (18.11.03) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
0150270 


IMPORTAnVn0TIFIGAT4ON^^ - >' 


International application No. 
PCT/JP02/03194 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
29 March 2002 (29.03,02) 


Applicant 

SAKURAI, Atsushi et al 



1 . Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The International Bureau transnnits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

, US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

None 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Emmanuel BERROD (Fax 338 7010) 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22)338.70.10 


Telephone No. (41-22)338 8389 


Form PCT/IB/338 (July 1996) 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
0150270 


mo triTo-rixiTD Az-rwrtiw SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflntemational Preliminaiy 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP02/03194 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
29 March 2002 (29.03.02) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

30 March 2001 (30.03.01) 


International Patent ClassiHcation (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G05B 19/418 


Applicant 


S AKURAI, Atsushi . 





This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
^ — ' amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 



70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement imder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


II 


□ 


m 


□ 


rv 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

1 0 October 2002 ( 1 0. 1 0.02) 


Date of completion of this report 

26 March 2003 (26.03.2003) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP02/03194 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages > as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 
pages , filed with the letter of 

I I the claims: 

pages > as originally filed 

pages , as amended (together with any statement imder Article 1 9 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages . filed with the letter of . 



I I the drawings: 

pages ■ , as originally filed 

pages > ^Icd demand 
pages , filed with the letter of \ 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages • ; » as originally filed 

pages » ^^^^ *® demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, aH the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language , which is: 

I I the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)), 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been fiimished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been fiimished. 

4. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 

□ This report has been established as if (soine oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed*' and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17), 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/JP 02/03194 


V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) Claims 


1-4 YES 










invcniivc siep v^iaims 


YES 




Claims 


1-5 NO 




Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 


- =5 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






Document 1: JP 9-120424 A (Toyota Motor 


Corp . ) , 06 May 




1997 






Document 2: Hiroyuki HIRANO, ""Zusetsu MRP Yogo 500 Sen, 




Anata ni mo Seisan Kanri ga 


Hanasemasu, " 




Nikkan Kogyo Shinbunsha, 15 


May 1997 




Document 1 (paragraphs [0 025] and 


[0030] , Fig. 2-5) 




cited in the international search report 


discloses the 




feature of coordinating an item and the 


location of the 




item and registering switching information, therefore the 




invention set forth in Claim 5 lacks novelty and does not 




involve an inventive step. 






The invention set forth in Claims 


1-4 does not 




involve an inventive step in the light of Document 1 and 




Document 2 (pages 189-190) cited in the 


internat ional 




search report. It would be easy for a person skilled in 




the art to apply the feature of grouping 


into lots, which 




is disclosed in Document 2, to the production system 




disclosed in Document 1. 
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